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9 June 2010
Mr. José Manuel Durão Barroso






President of the European Commission

Dear President Barroso,
CIDSE and APRODEV, the networks of Catholic and Protestant development and humanitarian aid agencies across Europe, are writing to you in advance of the upcoming meeting of the European Heads of State on the 17th and 18th June 2010, where climate change will be on the agenda. 

CIDSE and APRODEV welcomed the Commission’s Communication of 26th May, which sets out the arguments for the EU to move beyond its current unilateral 20% emission reductions target. The Communications demonstrates clearly that a more ambitious greenhouse gas reduction target is now significantly cheaper than previously estimated, and that there are important co-benefits to higher reductions, including new employment opportunities, energy security, and reduced costs for pollution control and health care.
Although the Communication could have gone further by including country by country analysis and more elaborated policy proposals, it is nonetheless an important contribution by the Commission to debunk the myth propagated by certain corporate interests that ambitious emission reductions are bad for the economy, bad for jobs, and bad for European citizens.  On the contrary, the Communication shows clearly that the EU’s lead in renewables is increasingly challenged by the USA, China and India, and that an ambitious reductions agenda is in line with the EU's 2020 strategy for sustainable growth and jobs. As the Communication notes, the International Energy Agency (IEA) estimates that at the global level, every year of delayed investment on more low-carbon energy sources adds €300-400 billion to the price tag. 

In Copenhagen the EU reiterated its commitment to keeping global average temperatures below a further 2˚C rise; the scientific evidence is clear that the European 2020 20% reduction target is manifestly inadequate as an Annex I Party contribution to meeting this target. We emphasise that even a 30% reduction target by 2020 based on 1990 levels would still leave a significant risk of overshooting this threshold, with devastating impacts for vulnerable people in developing countries who are already suffering the impacts of climate change. The EU’s repeated commitment to the 2˚C limit is disingenuous unless it increases its domestic emission reduction target. In addition to the EU’s internal emission reduction target, the EU has made a commitment to provide climate finance to developing countries. The Communication underlines that with a lower carbon price, government revenue from auctioning could be halved, adding to pressure on public finances and reducing another potential source of public funds available for climate purposes.

With regard to climate finance, CIDSE and APRODEV welcomed the EU’s initiative to put fast-start financing on the table in Copenhagen, and its commitment to reporting on its pledges. The preliminary state of play report presented in Bonn in early June, however, falls far short of the comprehensive, transparent reporting on the sources and spending of money necessary to rebuild trust with developing countries, facilitate coherence and effective coordination in fast start financing, and to lay credible groundwork for measuring, reporting and verifying long term climate finance. 
A crucial issue which remains unresolved is the question of the legal form of the new global climate change agreement. CIDSE and APRODEV welcomed the openness shown by the Commission in its Communication of March 2010 to assess options for various forms for a legal outcome, including a second Commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol. Clear support for the continuation of the Kyoto Protocol by the EU will show developing county Parties that the EU is committed to respecting the principles of common but differentiated responsibilities as enshrined in the United Nations Convention, crucial to bringing negotiations forward. 
As leaders of the European Union, we believe you have a crucial leadership role in ensuring the EU makes the right choices in domestic and international policy in the critical months ahead. We therefore urge you to play your part in ensuring that European leaders: 
· Welcome latest economic assessments with regard to moving to a 30% 2020 EU reduction target, and commit to taking a decision on stepping up the EU emission reduction commitments from 20 to 30% in the Autumn of 2010 at the latest, as a first step on the way to the more ambitious reductions of more than 40%, by industrialised countries by 2020 based on 1990 levels that are needed if we are to avoid the worst impacts of climate change. 

· Commit to accounting comprehensively for its fast start financing in Cancun and thereafter; EU reporting must demonstrate transparency on both the sources and uses of EU fast start finance. This means full disclosure of information on contributions from all Member State and the European Commission regarding the following issues; the relationship of their contributions to targets for increasing Official Development Assistance (ODA) to 0.7% GNI or other higher respective national target; how finance is divided between adaptation and mitigation, different regions and countries and bilateral and multilateral channels; and the use of grants and loans and their disbursement. Finally, the EU should confirm explicitly that there is no link between the provision of EU fast start financing and the association of recipient developing countries with the Copenhagen Accord. 
· Express support for a second commitment period of the Kyoto protocol with ambitious aggregate and individual mid-term targets for developed countries. 
The choices made by the EU over the next months will be decisive in rebuilding EU leadership on climate change and trust with developing countries. With the help of our Member Organizations accross Europe working with our partners in developing countries, we urge the EU Member States to ensure the EU leads with integrity.
We remain at your disposal to discuss these issues further.

Yours sincerely,
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Bernd Nilles                                                                            R.W.F van Drimmelen

Secretary General, CIDSE                                                     General Secretary, APRODEV
